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UFO UPDATE: 

To follow their stars, SETI researchers have found that 
they must seek a pot of gold 

In the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI), 
scientists train radio telescopes on the cosmos, hop­
ing to pick up signals from civilizations light-years 
away. But in October 1993, Congress pulled the 
plugi on SETI funding, sending some of the most 
prominent projects back to square one. NASA's 
SETI program has recently had an infusion of cash 
from prominent private donors, giving agency re­
searchers hope that at least some of their programs 
will survive. Other SETI researchers have had no 
such luck, however; and are scrambling for money 
so their projects can go on. 

The NASA program, saved 
just recently from oblivion, in­
cludes a targeted search for sig­
nals from the nearest 1,000 sun­
like stars. Accord ing to Seth 
Shostak of the SETI Institute, a 
nonprofit organization devoted to 
the search for signals from intelli­
gent civilizations in space, his 
gro.up has recently raised some 
$4.4 million to continue the 
NASA project. The funds, adds 
Shostak, were donated by Wil­
liam R. Hewlett and David Pack­
ard of the Hewlett-Packard Cor­
poration ; Gordon Moore, co­
founder and chairman of the 
Intel Corporation; and Paul Allen, 
co-founder of Microsoft Corpora­
tion, among a number of others. 

sidered the world's premiere SETI effort, for in­
stance, the High Resolution Microwave Survey 
operated out of two facilities- the Jet Propulsion 
Lab (JPL) in Pasadena, California, and the NASA 
Ames Research Center near Mountain Vie.w, Cali­
fornia-and allocated $58 million over the last 20 
years largely to build and test hardware designed to 
pick up messages from E.T. Before Congress with­
drew federal funds earmarked for the program, SETI 
scientists at JPL had been all set to launch the 
largest "all sky" search ever conducted. 

"But now SETI is dead at 
JPL," says Mike Klein, program 
manager for the Sky Survey, an 
attempt to survey the sky on mil­
li.ons of radio channels. Long 
viewed as a crucial complement 
to the highly targeted NASA ef­
forts, the broad and wide-rang­
ing JPL program, Klein laments, 
has been stopped in its tracks. 

Smaller players have been 
crippled by the cuts as well. 
Project SERENDIP, run by 
Stuart Bowyer at Berkeley's 
Space Sciences Lab, for in­
stance, requires just $60.,000 a 
year, an extremely small sum by 
SETI standards; at one point, 
Bowyer even ran SERENDIP on 
a $20,000 gift from his mother. 
But if Project SERENDIP doesn't 

The NASA program, renamed 
Phoenix because it has risen 

L-_;;_;;.:;...:_.:....._-=----....::;._-=...,;;::;,___....:..-..:.:.·";:.;i~ find some funding soon., it may 

from the ashes, will use Australia's 210-foot Parkes 
radio antenna to search for intelligent signals from 
specific stars found in the Southern sky. It will also 
rely on the 1,000-foot radio telescope in Arecibo, 
Puerto Rico, now being upgraded. Even so, says 
Kent Cullers, a NASA Ames project scientist who 
developed the signal-detection equipment for the 
thousand-star search, the new program will be able 
to search just about half as many stars as had previ­
ously been plal'lned by scientists behind the effort. 

For other groups, the news is worse. Once con-

be benched for good. 
Bowyer is clearly worried. He could get by on less 

than $60,000 a year, of course, and has already 
launched a mailing that puts the touch on prospec­
tive donors. "If you have a Christmas card list," he 
says, "send it to me." 

For these groups and others, says Shostak, it's 
just a shame. "It's analogous to Isabella and 
Ferdinand financing the Nifia, Pinta, and Santa 
Maria," he says, "and then once the ships were built. 
telling Columbus that times were tight and they were 
going to mothball the fleet."- PAUL McCARTHY 
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SPY DUMMIES 

Did you ever look into a 
mannequin's eyes? 
Well , it may be looking 
right back at you- -
with closed-circuit TV. 

Anne Droid manne­
quins, manufactured by F. 
Jerry Gutierrez of Denver, 
are ma<;ie to keep an eye 
on customers and em­
ployees. Whatever a 
mannequin's eye-mount­
ed, half-inch camera 
sees is relayed by cable 
to a monitor for store 
security to watch or tape. 
The. spy dummies can 
be equipped to pick up 
sound with a microphone 
installed in the nose. 

Most are placed in 
· stores to catch shoplifters, 
but Gutierrez says some 
clients install them at 
conventions to find out 
what the customers think. 

Human figures are the 
ideal, he adds, but the 
surveillance systems can 
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also be titted into manne­
quin dogs, cats, or other 
objects "as long as 
it has an eyeball" with a 
half-inch iris. 

What if you can't afford 
the $2,400 to $5,000 
price tag for a new Anne 
Droid surveillance man­
nequin? Gutierrez will fit 
the spy equipment into 
the buyer's mannequin for 
about $1,800. Moreover, 
customers who can't af­
ford the system at all but 
want to look as if they 
have Anne Droid can buy 
"blind installation"-fake 
look-alike eyes for about 
$60. Put these lenses on 
non-spy dummjes next 
to the real thing and 
you can't tell them apart 
without looking inside. 

THE SURVEILLANCE 
SYSTEMS CAN BE FITTED 
INTO MANNEQUINS 
OF PEOPLE, CATS, DOGS. 

University of Colorado 
psychiatrist Gordon 
Neligh thinks surveillance 
manneqvins are "the lat­
est in a long line of things 
that are, for the average 
person, somewhat dehu­
manizing." He says peo­
ple who are already 
paranoid will have their 
worst fears confirmed. 

But, according to 
Gutierrez, "if you're hon­
est, you don't have 
a thing to worry about." 

- Peggy Noonan 

STAR·STRUCK 
STOCKS 

Want ~o make a killing 
Pn.XV'a!l 'Street~ lry 
looking to the stars, sug­
gests New York com­
modity trader Henry 
Weingarten. 

To pick financial win­
ners,. Weingarten studies 
the stoc~· market's horo­
scope e,vefy day· and 
checl<is wh.at the stars 
portend for the nation. 
He sometimes charts 
the astrology of an indi­
vidual' stock, along with 
the CEO's ·horoscope. 
AlttiJough h.e wo,n't r.e­
lease~sl)>ecific figures, 
Weingarten insists this 
star gazing has pro­
dueed resounding suc­
cesses for his six-year­
old Astrologer's Fund. 

"U.sing astrology, we 
can make predictior1sf ' 
says Weingarten. tn· 
1994.he warned of up­
coming natural disasters 
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that would affect the 
stock market. Ke: also 
correctly forecast, in July 
of1993, that gold priees 
.would sqar l(Jithi0 ~pys. 

Few Wall sf{~f}t in'Sitl­
ers will pubiicly~aGimit 
tHat they take astrologi­
cal predictions· sedously, 
yveingarten says. But 
that may change:· Ac­
'°'ordirig to Weing~rten, 
last year1s Astrologer's 
Fund ccinferenc~·hett;j in 
New York attraetetf fi­
nancial managers who 
control more thari 3 bil­
lion dollars. 

"I don't believe in 
,astrology," notes;~ary 
Meyers, first vitf~'presi­
dent of investme'nts 
at Robinson-Humphrey 
ir:i Atlanta, "bu.t there 
are so many cyclfcal in­
dic;ators for the market. 
It's inevitable some 
people Jn thi~ o'u$Jness 
think ·astrof6!!J9 is .anoth­
er cycle to eonsitler." 

-Shetry Baker 
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